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TAGS: PINT, BC 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN SECURITY EORCES INCURSION INTO BOTSWANA 
REE: A. STATE 112026; B. GABORONE 1104 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OE A RELEASE (THE SECOND ON THIS SUBJECT 
- SEE REE B) FROM THE OFEICE OF THE PRESIDENT ISSUED MAY 18 
CONCERNING THE MAY 16 BORDER CLASH BETWEEN BOTSWANAN AND RHODESIAN 
FORCES: 

BEGIN TEXT 
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THE OFEICE OF THE PRESIDENT IS NOW IN A POSITION TO 

CONFIRM THAT THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES ON THE BOTSWANA DEEENSE 

FORCE DURING YESTERDAY’S ATTACK BY THE REBEL FORCES OF IAN 

SMITH. 

ACCORDING TO INFORMATION GIVEN BY MEMBERS OE THE DEFENSE 
FORCE WHO WERE ON SIGHT, A COMPANY OF MORE THAN 150 
RHODESIAN SOLDIERS DROVE ACROSS THE BORDER FENCE IN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TROOP CARRIERS AND ARMOURED VEHICLES. THEY ALSO USED 
HELICOPTERS TO FERRY TROOPS ONTO THE BOTSWANA SIDE. 

AS SOON AS THE REBEL TROOPS HAD CROSSED INTO 
BOTSWANA THEY ADVANCED TOWARDS THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE 
FORCE BASE CAMP FIRING BOTH LIGHT AND HEAVY MACHINE 
GUNS INDISCRIMINATELY. THEY ALSO USED SEVERAL GRENADES 
SIMILAR TO THE ONE THAT WAS THROWN AT THE MOPHANE CLUB 
IN FRANCISTOWN. 

AS MEMBERS OF THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE WERE 
OVERWHELMINGLY OUT-NUMBERED, THEY WERE FORCED TO WITH- 
DRAW FROM THE BASE CAMP. WHEN THE REBEL FORCES HAD 
SATISFIED THEMSELVES THAT THERE WAS NO RESISTANCE FROM 
THE BASE CAMP, THEY STARTED LOOTING THE PLACE AND STOLE 
TWO BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE RADIOS, GENERATOR AND MACHINE 
GUN. THEY BURNT DOWN ONE TENT AND FIRED SEVERAL SHOTS 
AT THE OTHER TENTS. 

THE REBEL FORCES ADVANCED BEYOND THE BOTSWANA 
DEFENSE FORCE BASE CAMP TOWARDS MAPOKA SCHOOL AND ONLY 
RETREATED WHEN CONFRONTED BY THE ADVANCE SECTION OF THE 
REINFORCEMENTS. 

THE ALLEGATIONS THAT THERE WERE FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
IN THE AREA WAS A BLATANT LIE DELIBERATELY MANUFACTURED 
TO COVER UP PLANNED UNPOROVOKED ATTACK ON BOTSWANA. THE 
DESTRUCTION AND THEFT OF BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE PROPERTY 
CLEARLY INDICATES THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER TARGET THAN 
THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE AND INDEED BOTSWANA. THE 
NATURE AND TIMING OF THIS ATTACK IS A CLEAR INDICATION 
THAT SMITH AND HIS ARMY OF TERRORISTS ARE ON THE WAR 
PATH AND HAVE NO INTEREST IN A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO 
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THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 

THIS ATTACK IS YET ANOTHER PROOF THAT SMITH IS 
NOT ONLY EAGER TO ESCALATE THE WAR BUT ALSO TO INTER- 
NATIONALIZE IT. IF SMITH CONTINUES HIS COMMON ACTS 
OF AGGRESSION AGAINST US. BOTSWANA WILL HAVE NO CHOICE 
BUT TAKE WHATEVER STEPS POSSIBLE TODEFEND HER SOV- 
EREIGNTY. 

END TESTNORLAND 
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